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How the “rest of the 
world” discovered 
CRT
[It is a] “toxic propaganda” that will 

“destroy our country.” – September 2020



Which he took from…
• “The goal is to have the public read 

something crazy in the newspaper and 
immediately think ‘critical race theory!’ 
We have decodified the term and will 
recodify it to annex the entire range of 
cultural constructions that are unpopular 
with Americans.”

• “We have successfully frozen the brand—
’critical race theory’—into the public 
conversation and are steadily driving up 
negative perceptions. We will eventually 
turn it toxic, as we put all of the various 
cultural insanities under that brand 
category.” – Chris Rufo



This Means Any 
Discussions of …

• Race

• Racism

• Diversity

• Equity

• Inclusion

• Whiteness

• Etc. (SEL, slavery, school segregation)



So, What is CRT?

• A legal theory …

• That has been 
appropriated by other 
social sciences & 
Education

• Designed to explain racial 
inequality



So, How Do YOU Explain 
Racial Inequality?

• From 1619 – mid 20th Century we 

accepted bio-genetic explanations for 

difference

• Then, we claimed inequality existed 

because of unequal opportunity

• Brown v Board of Education 

(1954)

• Civil Rights Act (1964)

• Affirmative Action (1965)

• Voter Rights Act (1965)



Critical Race Theory Claims 
Racial Inequality Is…

• Systemic

• Permanent – woven into  our laws 

and policies.



There Are Longstanding 
Health Disparities & 
Abuses



What we know about life expectancy
• Premature death = dying before 

age 75

• White men – 76.7

• White women – 81.4

• African American men – 72.3

• African American women – 78.5

• Asian American men – 84.1

• Asian American women – 88.9

• Latinx men – 84

• Latinx women – 84.9



What About Wisconsin?
• Black men in Wisconsin – 70.7

• Black women in Wisconsin – 77.11

• Interesting…

• Black men in Minnesota – 77.03

• Black women in Minnesota – 82.49



According to the Wisconsin Population Health 
Institute…

• Although Wisconsin ranks highly in overall healthcare quality, the 

state performs poorly with respect to health disparities. In a 

national report, Wisconsin performed worse than the U.S. average 

on 22 out of 27 measures of disparities in care for Hispanic and 

non-Hispanic Black populations relative to White populations. The 

Health of Wisconsin Report Card, published by the University of 

Wisconsin Population Health Institute in 2016, gave the state a 

grade of “D” for overall health disparities.



Examples of the Disparities



According to the 
Kaiser Family 
Foundation…



10 Things 
that 

Determine 
Your Life 

Expectancy



1. 
Gender



Sex disparities in COVID-19 
deaths hide high toll on 
Black women

• Although men are more 

likely to die of COVID 

than women;

• Black women died of 

COVID at a greater rate 

than White or Asian men



2. Smoking



According to the CDC…

• Tobacco companies use price promotions 

such as discounts and multi-pack 

coupons—which are most often used by 

African American people and other 

minority groups, women, and young 

people—to increase sales. Tobacco 

companies support cultural events 

designed to draw in certain groups in the 

Black Community. Jun 27, 2022



3. 
Education



Wisconsin’s Black-White Achievement Gap Worst in Nation Despite 
Decades of Efforts… Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism



4. Housing



According to the Wisconsin Policy Forum…

• In 2019, the Black-white homeownership gap was 30 percentage points 

nationally and 47 points in Wisconsin. A key difference is that the 

homeownership rate for Black households was much higher nationally 

(42%) than in Wisconsin (25%).



What Home Ownership in the State Looks Like



5. 
Climate



The Case of Milwaukee



6. Genetics



Genetics or Lifestyle?



7. Occupation



Your Work Matters



8. City 
Infrastructure



Where You Live 
Matters



9. Political Stability



Politics Matters



10. Age



What Explains Black Maternal Mortality?



How Nursing Can Intervene in the System

• Don’t disregard patient demographics

• Take specific patient histories

• Take all patients’ pain seriously

• Encourage more diversity in nursing programs (2-yr programs, 

HBCUs, military)



And Finally…

• I solemnly pledge myself before God and in the presence of this assembly, 
to pass my life in purity and to practice my profession faithfully. I will 
abstain from whatever is deleterious and mischievous, and will not take or 
knowingly administer any harmful drug. I will do all in my power to 
maintain and elevate the standard of my profession, and will hold in 
confidence all personal matters committed to my keeping and all family 
affairs coming to my knowledge in the practice of my calling. With loyalty 
will I endeavor to aid the physician in his work, and devote myself to the 
welfare of those committed to my care.
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