Wisconsin 2025 WNA Nurses Day at the Capitol
Tuesday, February 25, 2025

NU rses Monona Terrace and Convention Center

Association Madison, WI

The purpose of this eventis to inform participants of state health policy issues that impact nursing practice,
education, and health care delivery. Presenters will discuss the importance of nurses engaging in the legislative
process and demonstrate effective communication skills when meeting with legislators.

Agenda
7:15am Registration / Continental Breakfast / Visit with Exhibitors at Monona Terrace
8:15am Welcome and Opening Remarks

Gail Hanson Brenner, PhD, RN, CNE - President, Wisconsin Nurses Association
Kate Elliott, President, Wisconsin Student Nurses Association

8:30 am Keynote Address
Sara Rodriguez, MSN, MPH, RN - Wisconsin Lieutenant Governor

8:50 am Overview of WNA Legislative Priorities for Nurses Day at the Capitol
Katie Woeste, DNP, RN — WNA Public Policy Council
Hallie Barteau, BSN, RN — WNA Public Policy Council

9:15am Break and Visit Exhibitors

10:00 am Talk to Me: Tips for Communicating Effectively with Legislators
Senator Patrick Testin — Senate District 24, Stevens Point (R)
Representative Tony Kurtz -Assembly District, Wonewoc (R)
Senator Kelda Roys, Senate District 26, Madison (D)
Peter Welch, BA, MA, WNA Lobbyist, The Welch Group, Panel Moderator

11:00 am Nursing’s Voice in the Legislature: It Matters
Gail Hanson Brenner, PhD, RN, CNE, - WNA President
Dr. Rene Buenzow, DNP, PMHNP-BC, APRN-BC - WNA Board of Directors
Gina Dennik-Champion, MSN, MSHA, RN - WNA Executive Director and Lobbyist

11:35am Preparing for meetings with legislators
Hallie Barteau, BSN, RN — WNA Public Policy Council
Michael Braden, MSHA, BSN, RN — WNA Public Policy Council
Jessica Coburn, PhD, RN — WNA Public Policy Council

12:00 pm End of Morning Session -Lunch on Own - Head to the Capitol for legislator
meetings
1:30-4:30 pm Scheduled Meetings with legislators — State Capitol

1:30-4:30 pm Debrief on legislator meetings, Certificate of Attendance



