
NURSING IS A CARING PROFESSION

The nursing profession is made up of 
highly skilled members who use their 
experience and years of college level 
science training, in their individual 
practices, to save lives, as well as make 
lasting scientific and social contribu-
tions to the world. As a distinct scien-
tific profession with its own standards 
and scope of care, nurses have special-
ized their practice providing care in 
over 90 di�erent specialty areas in 
hospitals, clinics, long-term care and 
the communities. In addition to the 
health care field, their expertise and 
influence will be found in research, 
technology,  education, politics, law, 
and government.

Florence Nightingale
is credited with intro-
ducing advanced educa-
tion into nursing, lead-
ing health reform by 
collecting sound statisti-
cal data, establishing 
standards of sanitation, 
and promoting hospital 
administration modern-
ization.

ANA
The American Nurses Association 
advances the nursing profession by 
fostering high standards of nursing 
practice, promoting the economic 
and general welfare of nurses in the 
workplace, projecting a positive and 
realistic view of nursing, and lobby-
ing the Congress and regulatory 
agencies on health care issues 
a�ecting nurses and the public.
  
WNA
The Wisconsin Nurses Association 
promotes the protection and advance-
ment of the practice of nursing.
  
NFW
The Nurses Foundation of Wisconsin 
collaborates with the Wisconsin 
Nurses Association to provide a 
means so that every patient has 
access to quality, safe, and compe-
tent nursing care and helps advance 
the profession of nursing through 
the financial support of education 
and research grants.

The
Nightingale

Tribute

The Nightingale Tribute is a ceremony
that can be used during a funeral

service to honor a registered nurse
for his/her commitment to his/her
patients and for his/her dedication

to nursing. 
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CEREMONY

The Nightingale Tribute is o�ered 
by a designated friend or nurse 
colleague. The ceremony is in honor 
and recognition of the individual’s 
commitment and dedication to 
science and the practice of nursing.

The suggested ceremony may 
include the following:

• the lighting of a white candle;
• a brief summary of the individual’s  
  nursing career;
• special readings; and,
• the presentation of a white rose    
  with the casket or urn. 

A sample ceremony would proceed 
as follows:

The Presenter steps forward and 
lights the white candle, and says:

“We honor and recognize NAME‘s 
commitment and dedication to 
science and the practice of nursing.”

Sample Reading #1

“Nursing is giving of one’s self to enhance
the lives of others. We join together today
to honor NAME  and his/her lifetime commit-
ment to caring. We acknowledge his/her 
nursing practice and know that his/her 
accomplishments can only be measured in 
the lives he/she a�ected through knowledge, 
dedication and caring.”

In Tribute
The Presenter may then provide special readings.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the presenter will say:

“We honor NAME this day and give
you a white rose to symbolize our
appreciation for the privilege of
being your nurse colleague.”

Other nurses in attendance may
honor the deceased by presenting
individual white roses.

IF I CAN STOP
ONE HEART FROM BREAKING

By
Emily Dickinson

If I can stop one heart from breaking
I shall not live in vain

If I can ease one life the aching
or cool one pain

or help one fainting robin
onto his nest again

I shall not live in vain.

Sample Reading #2

He/She Was There

When a calming, quiet presence was all that 
was needed, He/She was there.

In the excitement and miracle of birth or in the 
mystery and loss of life, He/She was there.

When a silent glance could uplift a patient, 
family member or friend, He/She was there.

At those times when the unexplainable needed 
to be explained, He/She was there.

When the situation demanded a swift foot and 
sharp mind, He/She was there.

When a gentle touch, a firm push, or an encour-
aging word was needed, He/She was there.

In choosing the best one from a family’s “Thank 
You” box of chocolates, He/She was there.

To witness humanity — its beauty, in good times 
and bad, without judgment, He/She was there.

To embrace the woes of the world, willingly, and 
o�er hope, He/She was there.

And now, that it is time to be at the
Greater One’s side, He/She is there!


