
 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Session numbers highlighted in green indicate the session will be recorded and oƯered as a 

recorded webinar after the conference for CE and Rx credit (if applicable). 

THURSDAY – APRIL 16, 2026 
7:30 – 8:30 am            Registration  

Location: AFRICA EAST REGISTRATION 
BOOTH 

Breakfast 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

8:30 – 9:30 am WNA Advocacy for APRNs: Activities, 
Accomplishments, and Future 
Endeavors 
 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

Gina Dennik-Champion, RN, MSN, MSHA 
Executive Director, Wisconsin Nurses Association 
Tina Bettin, DNP, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, APNP, FAANP  
President, WNA NP Forum; Family Nurse 
Practitioner/Assistant Medical Director, ThedaCare 

9:30 – 9:40 am Break  
9:40 am – 12:00 pm 
 
Box lunches will be 
available in AFRICA EAST 
at 11:45 am.  You are 
welcome to eat in the 
conference space or take 
your lunch with you when 
the presentation ends at 
12:00 pm. 

The Impacts and Innovations of Full 
Practice Authority (FPA): National 
and Regional Impacts and Examples 
of Independent Practice 
 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

Tina Bettin, DNP, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, APNP, FAANP  
President, WNA NP Forum; Family Nurse 
Practitioner/Assistant Medical Director, ThedaCare 
Dr. Clarissa Lawrence DNP, APNP, APRN, FNP-BC, 
NP-C 
CEO/PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER 
Community Health Primary Care Service, LLC 
Tammy E. Weyenberg, PMHNP 
Founder, Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner 
NP Health Partners, LLC 
Debbi Lindgren-Clendenen, RN, MN, APRN, CNP, 
GNP-BC, AGPCNP-BC, APNP, FAANP 
Sr. Nurse Practitioner Consultant 
AAGING HEALTHY, LLC 
Rachael Cabral-Guevara, FNP-BC 
Owner 
Nurse Practitioner Health Services, LLC 
Margaret Thew, DNP, FNP-C 
Systems Clinical Executive Director Eating Disorders 
Program  
Rogers Behavior Health 

12:00 – 12:30 pm   Registration 
Location: AFRICA EAST REGISTRATION BOOTH 

12:30 – 2:30 pm SKILLS SESSION 1  CONTACT HOURS: 2.0 
S-1A Rx =  An Introduction to Primary Wound 

Closure, Principles and Practice 
 
Location: Africa 80 

JeƯ Kobernusz, DNP, RN, APNP, ACNP-BC 
Orthopedic Nurse Practitioner 
UW Health 

S-1B Rx =  Basic Chest and Abdominal 
Interpretation 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Richard L. McLaughlin, DNP, ACNP-BC, FAANP 
Hospitalist 
SSM-Monroe Clinic Hospital 

Greetings!   

As President of the Wisconsin Nurses Association, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
you to the 40th Anniversary WNA APRN Pharmacology and Clinical Update.  My thanks to the 
Conference Planning Committee and WNA NP Forum Board of Directors for planning an exceptional 
conference which I hope you find worthwhile and valuable to your practice.  Please take time to 
meet with the exhibitors and poster presenters, network with colleagues, learn, enjoy, and de-
stress ….  Thank you for attending and hope to see you again next year in Green Bay!   

Sincerely, 
Gail Hanson Brenner, RN, PhD, CNE | President 
Wisconsin Nurses Association | Your Professional Voice! 



S-1C Rx =  Sepsis Review: Prompt Recognition 
& Treatment 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Anna Schmidt, PA-C 
Program Manager - APP Education and Professional 
Development 
UW Health 

S-1D Rx =  Multi-Modal Treatment Approach for 
Physical Therapy 
 
Location: Africa 50 

Brittany Pollentier, MPT, DPT, TPS 
Owner 
Integrated Physical Therapy 

2:30 – 2:45 pm Break  
Location: Africa Ballroom Foyer 

2:45 – 4:45 pm   SKILLS SESSION 2 CONTACT HOURS: 2.0 
S-2A Rx =  Common Dermatological Disorders 

and In-oƯice Procedures 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Sarah Kaldem, ANP, DCNP 
Dermatology Nurse Practitioner 
Advocate Aurora Health 

S-2B Rx =  Practical Approaches to Perinatal 
Mental Health and Harm Reduction 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Elizabeth Hovis, MD 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

S-2C Rx =  Musculoskeletal Radiographic 
Review for the Primary and Urgent 
Care Provider 
 
Location: Africa 70 

JeƯ Kobernusz, DNP, RN, APNP, ACNP-BC 
Orthopedic Nurse Practitioner 
UW Health 

S-2D Rx =  Breaking the Code: Maximizing your 
Financial Impact through Coding and 
Billing 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Kristi Langerud, CPC, CPMA, COC, CDEO 
Manager - CIN Coding, Education, and Auditing 
ThedaCare 
Liz Lewens, CPC 
Manager, Coding Operations 
Froedtert ThedaCare 
Gina Wondrash, CCS-P, CDEO - AHIMA 
Microcredential: Outpatient CDI 
Outpatient CDI and Clinician Education Supervisor 
Froedtert ThedaCare 
Tina Bettin, DNP, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, APNP, FAANP  
President, WNA NP Forum; Family Nurse 
Practitioner/Assistant Medical Director, ThedaCare 

S-2E Rx =  Basic EKG Interpretation 
 
Location: Africa 50 

Richard L. McLaughlin, DNP, ACNP-BC, FAANP 
Hospitalist 
SSM-Monroe Clinic Hospital 

 

 

At 5:30 pm, join us for an informal reception in a hospitality suite at the Kalahari in 
celebration of the 40th anniversary conference and passage of the APRN bill.   
Listen on Thursday for the location to be announced during the morning presentations and at 
the conclusion of the skills workshops. 

 
CHECK OUT!  Two companies are sponsoring dinners on Thursday evening that may be of 
interest to you.  Flyers are available at registration, but limited information is also below.  

Title of Presentation: “Hypophosphatasia: A Focus on Diagnosis” 
Presenter: Susan Renee Starling, MS, CGC – Clinical Genetics, Children’s Mercy Kansas City 
Date and Time: Thursday, April 16, 2026 – 5:30 PM 
Location: Double Cut Steak House, Kalahari Resort 
RSVP to: Rebekah Jonjak at Rebekah.jonjak@alexion.com or 608.469.5613; refer to meeting ID-18279 

 

 

 

 
 
 



SPECIAL EVENTS – FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2026 
 

1. APRN Research Poster Display, 8:00 am – 3:30 pm in Africa East 
Support nursing research by visiting this juried poster display of APRN/Student APRN research and 
clinical projects during breaks throughout the day on Friday only. Conference participants can 
earn 1.0 contact hour for participating by indicating on the conference evaluation which posters 
they viewed and/or discussed with the poster presenters. 
 

2. Exhibit Hall, 7:30 am – 12:45 pm in Africa East 
Visit and talk with representatives from industry, education, and professional organizations 
pertinent to your APRN practice on Friday only.  

  
APRN CONFERENCE EXHIBITOR ‘PASSPORT’ – with a twist! 
Visit exhibitors and get ‘stamped’! Bring your passport to breakfast on Saturday morning 
and see if you win a prize!  
Prizes awarded for most stamps and other random categories … just for fun! 

 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Session numbers highlighted in green indicate the session will be recorded and oƯered as a 

recorded webinar after the conference for CE and Rx credit (if applicable). 
FRIDAY – APRIL 17, 2026 

7:30 am            Registration 
Location: AFRICA EAST REGISTRATION BOOTH 
 

APRN Research Poster Display, 8:00 am – 3:30 pm 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

Breakfast  
Location: AFRICA EAST 
 

Exhibits, 7:30 am – 12:45 pm 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

8:30 – 9:45 am How to Preserve Your Sanity in Modern 
Healthcare 
 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

Eileen T. O'Grady 
Founder 
The School of Wellness 

9:45 – 10:00 am Break and Exhibits 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

APRN Research Poster Display  
Location: AFRICA EAST 

10:00 – 11:15 am BREAKOUT SESSION 1  CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 
1A Rx =  Updates in Asthma Care 

 
Location: Africa 60 

Jeanne Conner, RN, MSN, APNP, AE-C 
Nurse Practitioner, Allergy & Immunology 
Medical College of WI 

1B Rx =  Primary and Secondary Amenorrhea: when to 
start the work up and when to consider medical 
management 
 
Location: Africa 50 

Kelli-ann Corrao, MD 
Adolescent Medicine Fellow 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

1C Rx =  Medications for Opioid Use Disorder 101 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Hillary Tamar, MD, FASAM 
Territory Medical Director 
Community Medical Services 

1D Rx =  Acute Management of Adult Sickle Cell Patients 
and Updates in Sickle Cell Disease Treatment 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Eva K. Allen, RN, MSN, APNP 
Hematology NP 
UWHC Hematology 

1E Rx =  Emerging Illicit Substances: Gas Station and 
Corner Store/Smoke Shop Drugs 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Jonathan Williams, DNP, PMHNP-BC, CARN-
AP 
UW Health APP Supervisor AODA/Psychiatry, 
and APP Psychiatric Provider 
UW-Health 

11:15 am – 12:45 pm Lunch, including presentation of the 2026 Mary Barker 
APRN Scholarship Awards and remarks by WNA NP Forum 
President Tina Bettin on the 40th Anniversary Conference 
and passage of the APRN bill 
 

Location: AFRICA EAST 

Exhibits 
Location: AFRICA EAST 
 

APRN Research Poster Display  
Location: AFRICA EAST 



 
12:45 – 2:00 pm BREAKOUT SESSION 2  CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 

2A Rx =  What Would a World Without Vaccines Look Like? 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Amanda Kotowski, RN, DNP, CPCNP-
PC/AC, CLC 
Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care 
Children's Wisconsin 

2B Rx =  Floored: What you might not know about the pelvic floor 
and how it aƯects everyday life. 
 
Location: Africa 50 

Angela Sergeant, RN, ANP-BC 
Nurse Practitioner 
UW Health 

2C Rx =  Bad Blood-Vitamin Deficiency Edition 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Melissa Smits, APNP 
Nurse Practitioner 
ThedaCare 

2D Rx =  Seizure Disorders - Medications & More 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Troy Lawrence, DNP, APNP 
Manager, Advanced Practice; Nurse 
Practitioner, Adult Neurology - Epilepsy) 
UW Health 

2E  Rx =  The Benzodiazepine Dilemma: Relief vs. Risk 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Jonathan Williams, DNP, PMHNP-BC, 
CARN-AP 
UW Health APP Supervisor 
AODA/Psychiatry, and APP Psychiatric 
Provider 
UW-Health 

2:00 – 2:15 pm Break and APRN Research Poster Display  
Location: AFRICA EAST 

2:15 – 3:30 pm BREAKOUT SESSION 3 CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 
3A Rx =  Evaluation of Puberty 

 
Location: Africa 50 

Pallavi Iyer, MD 
Professor, Division Chief – Pediatric 
Endocrinology and Diabetes 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

3B Rx =  Caring for the Pregnant Patient with Substance Use 
Disorder 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Jacquelyn Adams, MD, MSCI 
Assistant Professor Maternal Fetal 
Medicine 
University of Wisconsin School of 
Medicine and Public Health 

3C Rx =  IBS Diagnosis and Management 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Marc Kennedy, MD 
StaƯ Physician 
Aurora Healthcare 

3D Rx =  The squeeze no one sees: Thoracic Outlet Syndrome 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Dawna McMillan, DNP, AGACNP 
Vascular Surgery Nurse Practitioner 
University of Wisconsin – Department of 
Surgery 

3E  Rx =  Complex Conundrums: The cases that keep you thinking 
and how to work through them 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Jennifer Fiegel Newlon, DNP, PMHNP-
BC, FNP-BC, APRN 
Clinical Associate Professor and PMHNP 
UW-Madison, School of Nursing 

3:30 – 3:45 pm Break and APRN Research Poster Display  
Location: AFRICA EAST 

3:45 – 5:00 pm BREAKOUT SESSION 4 CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 
4A Rx =  Uses of GLP1 for variety of conditions and side eƯects in 

pediatrics and adults 
 
Location: AFRICA EAST 

Denise M. Kilway, DNP, RN, APNP 
Assistant Professor- Pediatrics, 
Gastroenterology/Pediatric NP 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

4B Rx =  Empowering Women's Health: Essential Approaches to 
Cardiovascular Disease Prevention 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Allexa Licon, MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
University of Wisconsin Hospitals and 
Clinics 

4C Rx =  Oh, by the way, I may be pregnant: 1st trimester 
pregnancy issues that present to primary/urgent care 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Angela Divjak, MD 
Family Medicine Physician 
ThedaCare Physicians 

4D Rx =  Cirrhosis inpatient management with acute liver failure 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Marc Kennedy, MD 
StaƯ Physician 
Aurora Healthcare 

4E  Rx =  Avoidant/Restrictive Food Intake Disorder: Beyond 
“Picky Eating” 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Margaret Thew, DNP, FNP-C 
Systems Clinical Executive Director Eating 
Disorders Program  
Rogers Behavior Health 

5:00 pm Close of conference for Friday 



 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Session numbers highlighted in green indicate the session will be recorded and oƯered as a 

recorded webinar after the conference for CE and Rx credit (if applicable). 
SATURDAY – APRIL 18, 2026 

7:00 – 8:00 am            Registration 
Location: AFRICA EAST REGISTRATION 
BOOTH 

Breakfast and Announcement of RaƯle Winners 
Location: AFRICA EAST 
Remember – must be present to win!! 

8:00 – 9:15 am BREAKOUT SESSION 5 CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 
5A Rx =  POTS, postural orthostatic 

tachycardia syndrome 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Erin Marriott, RN, MSN, CPNP 
Pediatric Cardiology Nurse Practitioner 
UW Hospital 

5B Rx =  Transitions in Diabetes Care - 
Pregnancy and Beyond 
 
Location: Africa 90 

April Eddy, RN, CNS, CDCES (APNP) 
Nurse Practitioner (Diabetes in Pregnancy) 
Unity Point Health Meriter (Center for Perinatal Care) 

5C Rx =  Antimicrobial Stewardship and 
Penicillin Allergy De-Labeling 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Christopher Mjaanes, MD 
Allergist/Immunologist 
ENT Specialists of Wisconsin 

5D Rx =  Critical Illness Polyneuropathy 
 
Location: Africa 50 

Becki Kuik-Connor, RN, MSN, AGPCNP-BC, APNP 
Nurse Practitioner 
UW Health 

5E  Rx =  Diagnosis and Treatment of Adult 
ADHD: Because “Try Harder” Isn’t a 
Treatment Plan 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Amanda Reda-Goglio, DNP, APNP, PMHNP-BC 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner/ Assistant 
Medical Director 
Collaborative Solutions in Psychiatry 

9:15 – 9:30 am Break  
9:30 – 10:45 am BREAKOUT SESSION 6 CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 

6A Rx =  Treatment of Oppositional Defiant 
Disorder and Behavioral Problems 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Jason Ipsarides, DNP, PMHNP-BC 
Assistant Professor 
Medical College of Wisconsin 

6B Rx =  Caring for the menopausal woman 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Sarah Block, DNP, APNP, MSCP 
Nurse Practitioner 
SSM Health 

6C Rx =  Polymyalgia Rheumatica and Giant 
Cell Arteritis 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Ashley Rodrian, BSN, MSN, FNP-BC 
Rheumatology Nurse Practitioner 
ThedaCare 

6D Rx =  Getting Along with your Patient's QTc: 
QT Prolongation and Medications 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Landon Neese, PharmD, AACC, BCCP, BCPS, CACP 
Lead Pharmacist - Cardiology & Anticoagulation 
UnityPoint Health - Meriter Hospital 

10:45 – 11:00 am Break  
11:00 am – 12:15 pm BREAKOUT SESSION 6 CONTACT HOURS: 1.25 

7A Rx =  Multidisciplinary Pediatric Headache 
Management 
 
Location: Africa 90 

Madalyn Pelky, MSN, RN, PMGT-BC, CPNP-AC, AP-
PMN 
Nurse Practitioner 
Medical College of Wisconsin/Children's WI 

7B Rx =  Female Reproductive Mental Health: 
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment 
Across the Lifespan 
 
Location: Africa 60 

Anne L. Thatcher, DNP, MSW, APRN, PMHNP-BC, 
LMSW 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner 
The Juniper Center 

7C Rx =  Hypertension and Resistant 
Hypertension 
 
Location: Africa 80 

Rebecca Blonsky, MD, FASN 
Nephrologist 
Marshfield Clinic Sanford 

7D Rx =  Rapid Fire: Atypical Pneumonias and 
Antibiotic Allergies 
 
Location: Africa 50 

Benjamin Tellier, MPAS, PA-C 
Infectious Disease Physician Assistant 
UW Health 



7E Rx =  Drug induced movement disorders in 
psychiatry: Identification & 
treatment options for the clinician 
 
Location: Africa 70 

Aeron Adams, DNP, PMHNP-BC, APNP 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

12:15 pm Close of 40th Annual WNA APRN Conference – thank you for attending! 
 

Session numbers highlighted in green indicate the session will be recorded and oƯered as a 
recorded webinar after the conference for CE and Rx credit (if applicable). 

 

 
 
 

Thank you to the following exhibitors for their parƟcipaƟon in this annual conference. 
We appreciate your support! 

Visit the Exhibit Hall on Friday, April 17 only, 7:30 am – 12:45 pm. 
  
Alexion PharmaceuƟcals Merck Vaccines 
Alexion PharmaceuƟcals, Inc. Neurelis  
American AssociaƟon of Nurse PracƟƟoners Neurocrine Biosciences Inc. 
Axsome TherapeuƟcs NovarƟs Cardiovascular 
Bayer US PharmaceuƟcals Cardiovascular Novo Nordisk 
Boehringer-Ingelheim Omnipod  
Concordia University Wisconsin Otsuka PharmaceuƟcal 
Corcept TherapeuƟcs Pfizer 
Dexcom Pfizer Health Systems 
Exact Sciences CorporaƟon Pfizer Vaccines 
Froedtert ThedaCare Sanofi 
Gilda’s Club Wisconsin Teva 
Intra-Cellular Therapies, Inc., a Johnson & Johnson Company Total Medical Supply 
Kurin University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Nursing 
Libre by AbboƩ Wisconsin Beef Council 
Lilly Wisconsin Child Psychiatry ConsultaƟon Program 

 
  

NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


